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Alaskan Farms on the Table 
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Grade Levels 6-12 

Adapted from USDA Southwest Climate Hub “Farms on the Table Lesson Plan” 

 
Step 1 Directions: choose one of the regions from table 1 to be the location for your new farm and circle it. 
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Step 2 Directions: customize your new farm by choosing as many, or as few, as you would like of the climate-

mitigating adaptations from table 2.  Place a checkmark under each adaptation that you choose, and write the cost 

(points) in the last column for each selected adaptation. 

 
STARTING OUTPUT FACTOR = 100 - __________________ = __________________ 

 

 

FARMS ON THE TABLE GAME DIRECTIONS 
1. Your goal is to keep your farm in the black. Being in the black means that you are making money and 

being in the red means that you are losing money. 

2. Choose at least two of the practices and treatments from the table for each year and write the cost of 

each selected item in the Chosen Costs column of the table. 

3. Add up the cost of your practices and treatments and write the Total Cost at the bottom of the table. 

4. Roll the die and assign the number rolled to your first selection; write it in the last column of the table.  

Roll the die again and assign that number to the second checked item and repeat this for all selected 

items. 

5. Your instructor will then reveal the weather for the year and whether each of the practices and 

treatments were positive or negative investments.  In the table, assign a plus sign to the die roll numbers 

of the positive investments and a minus sign to the die roll numbers of the negative investments. 

6. Add up the positive and negative die roll numbers.  Be sure to pay attention to the sign. 

7. Fill in the equation at the bottom of each page and calculate the Starting Output Factor. 

 

YEAR 1                                                              Starting Output Factor (from Page 2): _______  
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Choose at least two practices and/or treatments 

 
 

 

Weather for this year (from instructor): _____________________________________ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 2                                      New Starting Output Factor (from the end of Year 1): _______ 
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Choose at least two practices and/or treatments 

 
 

 

Weather for this year (from instructor): _____________________________________ 

 

 
 

 

 

YEAR 3                                      New Starting Output Factor (from the end of Year 2): _______ 
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Choose at least two practices and/or treatments 

 
 

 

Weather for this year (from instructor): _____________________________________ 

 

 

 
 

 

 

YEAR 4                                      New Starting Output Factor (from the end of Year 3): _______ 

 



 

6 

 

Choose at least two practices and/or treatments 

 
 

 

Weather for this year (from instructor): _____________________________________ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

YEAR 5                                      New Starting Output Factor (from the end of Year 4): _______ 
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Choose at least two practices and/or treatments 

 
 

 

Weather for this year (from instructor): _____________________________________ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

YEAR 6                                      New Starting Output Factor (from the end of Year 5): _______ 
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Choose at least two practices and/or treatments 

 
 

 

Weather for this year (from instructor): _____________________________________ 
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RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS 

 

1. How many years were you able to keep your farm in the black? Did you end the game in the red or in 

the black? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Were there certain practices or treatments that seemed to be a positive investment more than 

others?  Were there certain practices or treatments that seemed to be a negative investment more than 

others?  Why do you think that is the case? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. If you were to play this game again, what would you do differently?  Why? 

 

 


